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does not appear to be any urgent reason for alarm- to an
independent government.
The simple answer, and it is an answer that cuts two
ways, is the fear of nepotism. Brigadier Bilimoria indicated
one aspect of that fear in his discussion of the failure of
other provinces to provide the necessary officer recruits.
He said, " Perhaps the selection system has given rise to
certain apprehensions in the minds of the people. But
now, the chances of favouritism or the varying standards of
universities are eliminated by the introduction of an exam*
ination by the Federal Public Sendee Commission, and the
merger of all the recruitment boards into two selection
centres, which will be changing its personnel very often."
It is sad, but true, that Indians still do not trust each
other too much. They have good reason. In India, as in
most other countries of the East, the family is the unit of
society and a man's first loyalty. The interests of the caste
come second and the clan third. There are plenty of
exceptions to the rule, but the exceptions among Hindus
do not form a high enough percentage of the total for it
to be generally accepted that loyalties other than those
sanctified by custom can have an overriding validity.
Officers and selection boards may in fact be actuated by
considerations of the well-being of the service. That will
not prevent other motives being attributed to them.
From the Indian Government's point of view, it is un-
desirable that the army should be officered too much by
restricted groups. Circumstances might arise in which
there would be a direct clash between the interests of the
nation at large and the groups from which the army's
officers are drawn. If the sections providing a high pro-
portion of officers became imbued with aims and ideals in
conflict with those of the political leadership of the country,
the ultimate sanction of the government might be lost.
To get down to cases, it could be dangerous to India to
have too many Sikh officers. In army matters, the Sikhs